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13th May 2009 
Press Release – Royal Visit to The Core on May 7th 2009 
On Thursday May 7th 2009 HRH the Duke of Gloucester officially opened The Core, the new centre for Barnsley’s Third Sector. 
The Core acts as a centre of support and expertise for charities, social enterprises, voluntary and community groups. It is part of the Remaking Barnsley regeneration programme and offers high-quality office accommodation and meeting rooms.  It is located right in the heart of the town centre within walking distance of the new transport interchange, another key feature in the Remaking Barnsley initiative. Angela Jones, Building Manager said “Voluntary Action Barnsley (VAB) has provided office accommodation to Third Sector groups for the last thirty years.  Our old premises at Queens Road were always fully occupied and the meeting room was very busy therefore it became apparent that we needed more space.  Research showed that the sector needed good quality affordable office & meeting space, and so the idea of The Core was born”.
Five years on The Core opened its doors in Winter 2008 and the Duke of Gloucester was invited to officially open the building.  During his visit the Duke was taken on a tour of the building by Dr Liz Norris, Chair of VAB and was introduced to some of the tenants of The Core including; +Me Positive about Change new HIV support group), Barnsley Sexual Abuse and Rape Crisis Helpline and South Yorkshire Funding Advice Bureau. As well as this he met with some of Voluntary Action Barnsley’s staff to find out more about the activities and services that take place within this new centre. The Duke said “It is a great pleasure to come to Barnsley and have the very pleasant task of declaring The Core open. Certainly having an organisation like this shows seriously how a community can react to all sorts of different problems and solve them on a voluntary basis”. 

After the Royal opening a celebration event was held at The Core which included a prize giving ceremony for twelve local young people who won Voluntary Action Barnsley’s art competition and the winners all received certificate from artist Ashley Jackson. The artwork is on display in the reception area of The Core and passers by are welcome to come in and take a look. 
Mr Richard Horner, Vice President of Barnsley and Rotherham Chamber of Commerce, closed proceedings and spoke about the merits of partnership working between the private and third sector. Richard said “Only through collaboration can we all ultimately make Barnsley a better place to live, work and invest in”. 
For more information about The Core please contact 01226 320 100 or go to www.vabarnsley.org.uk 
*Ends* 
Press Contact: Naomi Douglas, Marketing and Communications Officer  

Contact Day Tel no: 01226 320107 
Contact Eve Tel no: 07961 717776 
To find out more about Voluntary Action Barnsley go to www.vabarnsley.org.uk.
Notes to Editor: 
1. Voluntary Action Barnsley (VAB) reg charity no. 515268 Company Limited by guarantee No. 1819712. VAB Mission statement: promoting equality and new opportunities through increasingly effective voluntary action.  Creating an informed, cohesive and effective voluntary and community sector. Providing new and existing organisations with management services, advocacy and networking based on identified needs. 
2. This building is part of Remaking Barnsley, a major programme of urban renaissance in Barnsley Town Centre. BMBC have provided a beneficial lease to VAB for the land, assistance in finding funding, and in solving construction challenges. 
3. This project is part-financed by the European Union’s European Regional Development Fund delivered through the South Yorkshire Objective 1 Programme
4. This project is part financed by Yorkshire Forward. 
Yorkshire Forward is the Regional Development Agency behind the economic regeneration of Yorkshire and Humber. It aims to make a positive difference by investing in jobs, improving towns and cities, and in supporting businesses throughout the region. 

Over the past year, Yorkshire Forward has created and safeguarded more than 27,000 new jobs; helped create and attract more than 1,100 new businesses, provided nearly 66,000 learning opportunities and attracted more than £333 million private sector finance - achieving or exceeding all of the targets it was set. 

Yorkshire Forward’s investment across the region is maximised by attracting European Regional Development Funding from the Objective One and Two programmes. 
5. This building is part financed by The Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT) is an independent charity dedicated to social and economic regeneration of coalfield communities throughout the UK.  It is dedicated to the social and economic regeneration of coalfield communities. Since it was established in 1999 the CRT has awarded grants of over £119m to over 2,000 projects that have improved the quality of life in England’s coalfields regions.  However, The CRT is not just a grant-making body.  It also provides advice and support to community and voluntary groups to help them confirm their eligibility for funding, define their needs, create practical solutions, and seek funding from a variety of different sources
6. This building was designed by Bond Bryan, Yorkshire’s largest architecture practice, employing over 150 people.  Committed to playing a lead role in delivering sustainable, imaginative and robust buildings, Bond Bryan is renowned for its design-led projects and its understanding of a client’s needs.  The firm is considered the country’s premier architectural practise in the education sector and has developed an enviable reputation within the private sector for effective solutions in the mixed use, office, hotel, leisure, regeneration and industrial sectors.
7. The mortgage has been given by Unity Bank a socially responsible and innovative bank, committed to working in partnership with all stakeholders, delivering high quality services and reinvesting in the wider community.
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