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On 7th May, 2009 HRH The Duke
of Gloucester officially opened
The Core, the new centre for
Barnsley’s Third Sector.

The event was followed by a
prize giving ceremony for the
winners of the recent Art
Competition (see Page 2).
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More Office Accommodation Available At The Core From September 2009 

The Core is managed by Voluntary Action Barnsley (VAB) and more office space will be
available to rent from September 2009. The first and second floors are fully occupied
and VAB is now advertising this final phase of office accommodation. 

The Core is an impressive new building which acts as a centre of support and expertise 
for charities, social enterprises, voluntary and community groups. The Core is part of the
Remaking Barnsley regeneration programme and it is located right in the heart of the town
centre within walking distance of the new transport interchange, another key feature in the
Remaking Barnsley initiative.

There are a variety of different sized offices available (from 560 square feet to 862 square
feet) and the rental package for tenants is all inclusive.

This all inclusive package includes the following in the rent:

■ Utilities (heat. light, water) ■ Telephone calls*

■ IT support and maintenance ■ Internet access
■ Daily office cleaning ■ Postal handling
■ Photocopying and printing* ■ Rates
■ Discounted car parking spaces ■ Confidential recycling
■ Refreshments (tea, coffee, ■ Reception services

milk and sugar supplied) (on the ground floor)
■ Discounts on hiring conference

/training rooms, if required

* Up to an agreed amount

This means that many other overheads will disappear and budgeting 
is made much easier. In addition, stationery costs will be reduced as 
day to day paper for printing is included and other costs will be lower 
because of the discounts available to tenants on meeting rooms and 
other services. 

Meeting and conference facilities are also available. 

If you are interested in finding out more about renting space at The Core please contact
Naomi Douglas on 01226 320 107 or e mail naomi.douglas@vabarnsley.org.uk 

VAB welcomes feedback on its services from customers and service users. 

If you wish to make a compliment, complaint or comment, please contact us for a copy of our procedure or send your comments to Chief
Executive, Voluntary Action Barnsley, The Core, County Way, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. S70 2JW Tel: 01226 320100 Fax: 01226 320101
EMail: info@vabarnsley.org.uk

Winners of the Art Competition with Ashley Jackson

The Core’s Official Opening Celebrations
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During the royal visit the Duke was taken on a tour of 
the building by Dr. Liz Norris, Chair of VAB and introduced to some of the
tenants of The Core including +Me Positive About Change, Barnsley Sexual
Abuse & Rape Crisis Helpline, Together for Regeneration and South Yorkshire
Funding Advice Bureau. 

As well as this, he met with some of Voluntary Action Barnsley’s staff to
find out more about the activities and services that take place within this
new centre. The Duke said “It is a great pleasure to come to Barnsley and
have the very pleasant task of declaring The Core open. Certainly having a
centre like this shows seriously how a community can react to all sorts of
different problems and solve them on a voluntary basis”.

After the Royal opening a celebration event was held at The Core which
included a prize giving ceremony for 12 local young people who won our
recent art competition. The competition was aimed at young people to
design some artwork for The Core and the theme of the art was ‘Reflections
of Barnsley’. The Core is part of the Remaking Barnsley initiative and we
wanted to ask the young people about their perceptions of how their home
town is changing.

The winners’ pieces of art are framed and displayed in the reception area
of The Core along with a plaque showing their name, age and a brief
description of the idea behind their artwork. The winners and their families
were invited to the official opening and were presented with a certificate
by artist Ashley Jackson.

Passers by are welcome to come into The Core and take a look at the
displayed artwork. VAB has reproduced Tom Jenkins’ painting, winner of the
eldest age category. To find out more about this go to Page 11.

Mr. Richard Horner, Vice President of Barnsley & Rotherham Chamber of
Commerce, closed proceedings and spoke about the merits of partnership
working between the private and Third Sector. Richard said “Only through
collaboration can we all ultimately make Barnsley a better place to live,
work and invest in”. 

Further to the recent official opening ceremony, I would like to take you
on our ‘journey’ to The Core. I first started to work for VAB in the early
1980s when we were known as the Council for Voluntary Service based
on Victoria Road in a town house with extremely steep stairs! In the late
1980s VAB moved to 33/35 Queens Road. The stairs weren’t quite as steep,
but nonetheless, came with problems such as leaking roofs and guttering,
as well as too many steps in all the wrong places – especially when the
DDA regulations came into force.

From the very beginning VAB shared its roof with a number of voluntary
organisations and it soon became apparent that affordable office
accommodation was desperately needed in order for these organisations
to develop their services. With this in mind, VAB purchased a further
building at No. 23 Queens Road which provided additional space for groups
and for some of its own staff.

VAB has seen many changes and has never taken its ups and downs lightly.
This continual struggle to survive meant that we needed to become less
reliant on funding and look towards self reliance. One of the ways to do
this was to provide accommodation to the sector. VAB has provided office
accommodation for well over 30 different voluntary and community groups
over the last 30 years. We were always fully occupied and the meeting
room was very busy - and so the idea of The Core was born.

Now to turn an idea into a reality you need a few things: vision – money
– drive – leadership and lots of support. (Well 4 out of 5 isn’t bad!)

VAB was incredibly fortunate to have several funding ‘stars’ lining up and
all available to support capital projects for infrastructure organisations.
However, this does not belittle the amount of hard work, commitment and
sleepless nights that went in to taking the dream to the next level and I’m
sure those involved will never forget just how difficult the process was.

The building was completed in November 2008. The handover didn’t exactly
go to plan and for a short while, the amazing dream was more like a
nightmare. But the situation was not going to defeat us and The Core is
well and truly here – at last! I think one of the most important things to
remember about The Core is that it was built, not just of bricks and mortar
(and timber!) but with the dreams of many people within the sector and
with the financial backing of the funding agencies involved and the support
of BMBC and other partners who showed a real commitment to ensuring
this sector has a long term future in this town.

Official Opening Ceremony of The Core
7th May 2009 (Continued from Page 1)

We will be launching the next Art Competition in
the Autumn edition of this newsletter

Journey to The Core
by Angela Jones (Building Manager)

The real beauty of this building
is not just what it looks like but
the work that goes on within it
and the people who have made
it all possible.

“

“ Angela Jones

Penny Stanley, the High Sheriff of South Yorkshire, Mayor and Mayoress Sanderson,
and the Chief Executive of BMBC, Phil Coppard




