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Joint Strategic Needs Assessment - Can you help?

The VAB Participation Team have recently been asked by a consultant working with the PCT and BMBC if we can help to gather information for the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment; this is a strategic assessment of the health and social care needs of the local population.  The assessment aims to guide the planning of health and local government services and has a wide focus, as it has to deal with the whole spectrum of health and well being issues for the whole population. "At the same time, the assessment has to take a view on the relative differences between populations both within the borough and outside the borough about the way in which particular health issues affect them – this is the health inequalities focus and is what we want to talk to some local people about, as the evidence is that some sectors of the population from disadvantaged areas who, for example have low incomes, have worse health than people who live in less disadvantaged areas or who have greater opportunities in life".

The consultant has been asked by BMBC and the PCT (which together have responsibilities for the assessment) to produce a new version for November and to make recommendations for improving action to deal with health inequalities.  Together with colleagues from public health, the consultant would like to talk to local people about this, hopefully using some of the existing meetings of community groups that may already be scheduled for September.  The aim is essentially three things:

· To provide information about the most significant health inequalities affecting the population of Barnsley, particularly those people who live in the more disadvantaged areas.

· To explain some of the initiatives that are being undertaken to tackle health inequalities and to suggest new initiatives. 
· To gather views and suggestions of people themselves about what is happening now and about what we might do, looking at whether people think we are doing the right things in the right way.

This will be a good opportunity to receive information and to have your say about how you think BMBC and the PCT are approaching making improvements around health. 

If you would like to be involved and are happy for us to share your contact information with the consultant, or you have any appropriate meetings coming up that the consultant can attend in order to talk to your group, please contact James in the 
VAB Participation Team on 01226 320106 or email james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk

 

Park Care Meals - Meals on Wheels Service

Park Care Meals is a family run Yorkshire based Meals on Wheels Service that has been established since 1995.  "Our mission is to provide a daily visit whilst delivering delicious, wholesome meals to your door at great value for money".  For more information, please visit the website at www.parkcaremeals.co.uk or call 01226 733320 (please note that whilst we are happy to advertise services for the benefit of the community, VAB does not endorse or take responsibility for the products or services provided).
Shaping the Future of Care Together
"The Government has published Shaping the Future of Care Together which spells out a vision for a National Care Service, the options for reform, and how the new system could be organised and paid for.  The Government is inviting everybody to comment on the reform options and say which ones they would like to see adopted".  The consultation on this Green Paper runs from 14 July 2009 to 13 November 2009 and more information can be found on the following website: http://careandsupport.direct.gov.uk/

Regional consultation events have also been organised; please see http://www.coievents.co.uk/careandsupport/ for details.                           
 

There will be a consultation event in Barnsley on 16 October; for more details of this, please contact Val Cole, Adult Services Planning & Commissioning Manager on 01226 772285.
Drug & Alcohol Action Team Newsletter

The latest Drug & Alcohol Action Team Newsletter is available at the following web location http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/drugsandalcohol


 

 

Clear Thoughts
Clear Thoughts is a DoH funded three year project that aims to 
offer easy to read information about mental health in learning disability 
for individuals, their families/carers and professionals. The website address is www.clearthoughts.info 
 
There have been lots of improvements and developments to the website 
recently, including:

· New specially commissioned images developed by Change have been added.
· The site now has full audio for all text via Browsealoud software.
· New information has been added, including details about the Human Rights Act, Capacity, Decision making with medical professional and Head Start - an easy read resource for those working with younger people regarding their mental health. 

One of the next tasks of Clear Thoughts is to develop a word bank to go along 
with the newly commissioned images.  It is hoped that many people with a 
learning disability and their carers contribute to this word bank of the 
words people use to describe mental health issues.  
Invitation to One Barnsley Learning Lunch
Concept:
Learning Lunches will be a series of informal themed networking events on One Barnsley topics.  These events will give colleagues the opportunity to get to know about policies and debate the impact on One Barnsley in a relaxed setting.   

Lunch and refreshments will be provided.

Tuesday 27th October:  Barnsley MBC New Neighbourhoods Framework
Speaker: Kate Roe – Executive Director of Customer Service and Neighbourhoods
Venue:   Cabinet Office, Town Hall 
Time:  12.00 - 1.45 pm 

Background

Barnsley residents have been telling us that they want better access to the council’s services.  They want to know more about what we’re doing and have a greater say in the work we do.  Barnsley MBC has responded to this by creating new neighbourhood working arrangements.  This means local people will have more influence in what the council does in their local areas.  Local people’s input will determine the priorities for their area.  There will be different opportunities for people to have their say.  Come to this event and find out more about how your organisation can work with these arrangements and get involved.


Who should attend?

If you are involved in neighbourhood working and seek to provide more responsive services, this learning lunch will be of interest to you.

Please confirm your attendance by emailing helenknox@barnsley.gov.uk or call 01226 773405.   Places are limited but please forward on to relevant colleagues.  Please note, non-confirmation of attendance leads to a number of problems, particularly if the event is cancelled and delegates cannot be informed.

 ‘NEW HORIZONS CONSULTATION’

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE YOUR VIEWS ON

THE VISION FOR MENTAL HEALTH

Consultation Aims: 

New Horizons: Towards a shared vision for mental health which will form the foundation stone of the Government’s vision for improving mental health services and population mental wellbeing in England. The Strategic Health Authority in Yorkshire and Humber are therefore seeking to support the national consultation process by facilitating a regional workshop and providing a regional response to the Department of Health.

Key Aim:

To seek feedback from groups of people across the region, for example:

· People in need of support with their mental health and wellbeing.
· Carers.
· Health and social care commissioners (for all age groups).
· Health and social care practitioners (for all age groups).
· Third Sector groups.

Feedback:

Comments will be collated and feedback will be provided to the Strategic Health Authority and the Department of Health before 15th October 2009. 

The workshop will also provide people from across the region the opportunity to network and share positive practice and challenges in relation to the emerging policy environment for mental health and well being. 

Event Details:
Date:

Thursday 8th October 2009

Time:

9.00am – 1.00pm (followed by lunch) 

Venue:
The Marriott, Leeds City Centre

What to do next?

To book your place please email jo.leeming-sykes@yhip.org.uk with your contact details (including job title and organisation) or call 01904 717264.  A draft agenda will be forwarded to you, once your place has been confirmed.  Please note places for the event are limited.
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‘Health Check’ (self assessment) - Information from BMBC





Following our submission of the ‘Health Check’ (self assessment) in April this year, a number of representatives including myself attended a validation meeting with the Strategic Health Authority and Valuing People.





I am pleased to say that the feedback we received based on our submission was excellent and that Barnsley were recognised as having a number of good practice examples that the SHA will be sharing with other authorities across the region, including the following:





Our progress on the implementation of the DES which includes the sign up of a large number of GP’s, the completion of a comprehensive training package and our partnership work with PCT Commissioners to progress the alignment of registers, which will allow GP’s to start to complete Health Checks for people with a learning disability. 


Our work in primary care which was largely based on the progress of the Healthcare for All group based at BDGH and includes the production of reasonable adjustment guidance and the early work on the development of a patient passport. 


Our strategic commissioning intentions which reflect many of the priority areas of Valuing People Now and were noted to address many of the areas where we are currently showing red or amber on our submission. 


Developments in cervical screening including a direct link to the South Yorkshire cervical screening process which provides an opportunity to address issues and determine key actions to improve access for people with a learning disability. 





We must not forget the areas where more work is needed including services for people with Autism/Aspergers and older people with a learning disability and these will be picked up as part of our local action plans, however I think on reflection of today’s feedback we should also praise ourselves for the progress we have made and continue to build on our good practice.





Sharon Graham


Adult Services Planning & Commissioning Manager


Tel: 01226 775820
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The VAB Participation Team (facilitating the Barnsley Participation Process) is a department of Voluntary Action Barnsley.





Registered Charity No 515268


Company Limited by Guarantee No. 1819712 





Bulletin collated using information supplied to the VAB Participation Team by:





James Goodwin


VAB Participation Team


Voluntary Action Barnsley �The Core �County Way�Barnsley�S70 2JW


Tel: 01226 320106


Email: james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk


Web: � HYPERLINK "blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" \o "blocked::blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/
blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" �www.vabarnsley.org.uk�


We welcome your feedback, so please feel free to get in touch.





If you no longer require this bulletin, please let us know and we will remove your name from our mailing list.
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Please note that in future bulletins we will be happy to include any information you would like to share with your voluntary, community & independent sector colleagues.
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Independent Mental Health Advocacy (IMHA) Service





Information on the Independent Mental Health Advocacy Service (for people who need support with their rights under the new Mental Health Act) can be found on the following page of the Speaking Up website:





http://www.speakingup.org/advocacy/index.php?action=1034





Alternatively please contact the IMHA office in Barnsley on 07827 393433.








Dates for your diary!  





Residential Care Providers Meeting





16 September 2009





2pm to 3.30pm





Held at Mount Osborne Business Centre, this meeting provides an opportunity for Independent Sector providers of Residential Care to meet with other providers in order to share knowledge, good practice, resolve shared issues and have a voice in the planning and commissioning of services in the borough.  Information for the next meeting has recently been circulated, but if you have any queries or would like to attend, please call 320106.





Adult Health & Social Care Provider Forum





Friday 18 September 2009





9.30am to 1pm





This is a quarterly event of the Adult Health & Social Care Provider Network, giving you the opportunity to keep up to date with what’s happening in health and social care in Barnsley and to meet with Third and Independent Sector representatives.  The programme and booking form is attached.  For more information please contact the Participation Team on 01226 320106.

















