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Date for your diary!  

Residential Care Providers Meeting
16 December 2009
2pm to 3.30pm

Held at Mount Osborne Business Centre, this meeting (which is facilitated by the VAB Participation Team and chaired by Andy Barlow from Carehomes Barnsley) provides an opportunity for Independent Sector providers of Residential Care to meet with other providers in order to share knowledge, good practice, resolve shared issues and have a voice in the planning and commissioning of services in the borough.  Information for the next meeting will be circulated in due course, but if you have any queries or would like to attend, please call James on 320106 or email james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk
 


Fund raiser for Terrence Higgins Trust - 5 December

Tickets have now been released for the national final of the Drag 4U beauty pageant, which is an annual fundraising event in aid of the Terrence Higgins Trust (THT). The event will be held at the Metrodome Leisure Complex in Barnsley on 5 December. 

In the same week as World Aids Day (1 December), the up and coming Drag 4U contest promises to be even bigger and better than last year’s event, which raised a staggering £2,500 for the charity. 

Given that HIV strikes one new victim every week in Barnsley, this just goes to show how important events such as Drag 4U are in raising awareness of HIV and generating funds to support this worthwhile cause.  Plus Me (a local HIV charity) will also benefit from this year’s Drag 4U national final at the Metrodome.

Drag 4U is a national competition that is now into its third year and was designed to find the best drag queen in the land. The competition has grown to be a hugely successful event in the drag queen calendar and has thousands of supporters across the country, culminating in the exciting grand final.
Tickets for the event are now on sale and cost just £10 when booked before the end of November; tickets after that time will cost £13.  Businesses in the local area are also being encouraged to sponsor a table for the evening which includes a 3 course meal with waitress service and can seat up to 12 people.  Tables cost just £150.

For further information, or to book your tickets please contact 01226 730060 or  01226 730098 

Visit events at www.bpl.org.uk 
Kevan Riggett

Health & Wellbeing Manager

www.bpl.org.uk
Tel: 01226 738669

Mobile: 07961 978503


Provider Development Conferences -
Monday 9 November and Wednesday 25 November 2009
The Barnsley Provider Development Conferences are to be held on the above dates at Priory Campus, Pontefract Road, Lundwood, Barnsley.

 

This is a full day conference which is to be repeated on two separate dates.  The purpose of both the conferences is to promote awareness of the changes that adopting a self directed care approach will mean to individual providers and the care market in general and provide practical help to providers in making necessary changes which will enable them to be successful in this new environment.  

 

We think it is important that all of the people and organisations involved in providing care and support in Barnsley attend one of these conferences so that they have a clear understanding of the changes that self directed care will bring and are helped to develop a clear plan for making these changes.  For some this might mean only minor changes, for others these changes may provide an opportunity to totally reshape what they do and the way they work.  

 

Following on from these two events, we will also be asking people and organisations to put themselves forward to work with us, supported by an independent consultancy, on various aspects of this change process.  A programme of workshops will present individuals and organisations with opportunities to explore and implement key changes which will stand them in good stead in responding to the future market place. The outcomes of these workshops will be shared with other service and support providers.
 

Can you please contact Helen Norton (telephone 01226 775838 or e-mail HelenNorton@Barnsley.gov.uk) stating your preferred conference date.  

 

We will try to ensure that dates are allocated according to preferences - to help, can you indicate if you are able to attend the alternative date (if your first choice was not available).  

 

Could you please also state any dietary or accessibility requirements.      

 

I cannot stress enough how important we feel it is that you or your organisation attend one of these events and we look forward to seeing you.  

Bob Revell 

Interim Lead Commissioner (Adult Services) 




Learning Disability Expert Partnership -
Representatives required
The Learning Disability Expert Partnership is responsible for planning local learning disability services and takes a lead on ensuring that the ‘Valuing People Now’ strategy is delivered in Barnsley.  There is currently a vacancy for a Third/Independent sector representative for the Partnership, which meets every 6 weeks.  As representative you would be required to attend the meetings and then work with the Participation Team to provide feedback and ensure involvement of the non-statutory sector.

We are also looking for a representative to attend the newly formed Housing Sub Group, on behalf of the Third/Independent sector.  The Sub Group will look at local needs and develop plans to ensure that people with a learning disability have the choice of a range of housing and support services in Barnsley.

If you are interested in finding out more about the above vacancies, or if you would like to put forward a nomination, please contact Lorna on 01226 320106 or email lorna.lewis@vabarnsley.org.uk

 

 



Information required on support groups for people with autism
The VAB Participation Team have been asked to gather information on Third Sector groups that support people with autism.  If you know of any groups in this category, please contact us on 01226 320106 or email james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk

 
Developing services for people with sensory impairments
The Physical Disability Expert Partnership is looking at setting up a sub group to develop services for people with sensory impairments.  If you are interested in being involved, please contact Natalie at Barnsley Arena on 770023.
Thank you for supporting Research Mental Health

If you have already supported Research Mental Health you have helped us to show the collective demand for this initiative, taking us one step further in our mission to secure more investment in mental health research, so thank you very much. Only with more investment will we be able to make the breakthroughs necessary to really understand and treat mental illness.

We will call upon the Government to continue to invest in mental health research and will work to ensure that the National Health Service, research funders, pharmaceutical companies and the general public see it as a priority too. We have some way to go to reach our goal of securing £200 million a year within the next five years, but with widespread support we can make progress.

Please pass this message onto your family, friends and colleagues so they can show their support too.

For more information, please visit www.researchmentalhealth.org.uk
[image: image1.jpg]VOLUNTARY ACTION

B ARNSLEY














VAB Participation Team – let us help you have your say!


At a recent away day, the VAB Participation Team looked at current service delivery and how we can better facilitate participation from service providers.  In recent months, attendance at our Provider Forum has been disappointing and a recent training session we held was also poorly attended.  We are really enthusiastic about helping Third Sector providers to have a say in the planning of services in Barnsley; if we work together we can help to shape service delivery in the borough.  Don’t forget there are many different ways of having a voice, it isn’t just about coming to meetings.  If you have any comments on how we could help you to participate and have a voice, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk" ��james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk� or call 01226 320106.  
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The VAB Participation Team (facilitating the Barnsley Participation Process) is a department of Voluntary Action Barnsley.





Registered Charity No 515268


Company Limited by Guarantee No. 1819712 





Bulletin collated using information supplied to the VAB Participation Team by:





James Goodwin/Gail Barlow/Lorna Lewis


VAB Participation Team


Voluntary Action Barnsley �The Core �County Way�Barnsley�S70 2JW


Tel: 01226 320106


Email: james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk


Web: � HYPERLINK "blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" \o "blocked::blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/
blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" �www.vabarnsley.org.uk�


We welcome your feedback, so please feel free to get in touch.





If you no longer require this bulletin, please let us know and we will remove your name from our mailing list.





















































Please note that in future bulletins we will be happy to include any information you would like to share with your Third & Independent Sector colleagues.
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The Big Care Debate





The Big Care Debate runs until 13 November 2009 – don’t miss your chance to comment; visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk" ��www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk� to read more, watch videos and have your say.





To order copies of the Green Paper, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.orderline.dh.gov.uk" ��www.orderline.dh.gov.uk� and quote 295936, or call 0300 123 1002 or download from � HYPERLINK "http://www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk" ��www.careandsupport.direct.gov.uk�














Update from the Older People & Vulnerable Adults Expert Partnership





At the meeting held on 12 October 2009, Jill Barker and Julie Griffiths from Bernslai Homes attended to discuss the lettings policy; they also provided information on the sheltered housing schemes across the borough.  Barnsley Council’s priorities to make Barnsley more accessible were also discussed and an action plan was circulated to those present.  If you would like more information on the meeting or to discuss any issues then please contact Gail Barlow on 01226 320106 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gail.barlow@vabarnsley.org.uk" \o "mailto:gail.barlow@vabarnsley.org.uk" �gail.barlow@vabarnsley.org.uk�











International Day of Disabled People 





A week of events around International Day of Disabled People has been planned to commence on 3 December.  Events will take place at Pod 3 in the Market Place, Barnsley.





Also, My Barnsley 2 are developing an online access guide, which will be launched on 5 December on the One Barnsley website.  Potential access trainers are required.





For more information on these two topics, please call 770770 and ask for Jules Horsler.








