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Phoenix Futures - New Evening Service

Phoenix Futures brings positive change in the lives of individuals, families and communities affected by substance misuse. We reduce the impact of drug and alcohol related harm and enable our service users to rebuild their lives. 

Our new evening service was launched on Wednesday 15 July and will run from 5pm to 9pm, in conjunction with our structured day service. 

Until new staff members are appointed, we will only run the evening service on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Once we are fully staffed, the service will then run Monday to Friday; we will send out updates in due course.

Our aim is to not only extend capacity, but to provide much needed support and ongoing treatment to those who find it hard to access day services.  This may include parents, carers and individuals in employment. 

Our referral routes will remain the same and the criteria will be the same as our CORE programme (which is service users who are abstinent or stabilised in receipt of community prescribing or structured interventions).  Phoenix will maintain communication with care co-ordinators and workers and we aim to attend care plan reviews where possible.  There is also the opportunity for our service users who attend our current programme to access the evening service and this will be needs assessed on an individual basis.

The programme will include group work, peer support sessions, one to one key working and daily duties.  Delivery will be on a rolling programme and the same ground-rules and boundaries of our day programme will be enforced.

We have also been funded to provide a number of alcohol places within the evening service; we have purchased a breathalyser so we can monitor alcohol use of all clients (along with random drug testing) and we can now accept referrals for any alcohol clients who wish access further treatment. 

As the service evolves we hope to work closely with agencies to run allocated slots in the programme and we hope to develop a ‘family and carers open evening’ for all agencies to get involved in.  If you have any queries, require more information or you even have ideas that you would like to see implemented by the evening service, please get in touch with us on 01226 208739.
[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.bmp]
[image: image8.bmp][image: image9.bmp]
Barnsley needs the oldest mentor in town!

In hard times those who inspire, motivate and challenge others to be their best are our surest guarantee of a secure future. To publicise the benefits mentoring can bring, Barnsley Needs You is offering a £200 reward to someone already passing on their skills and work experience.  

The prize money is up for grabs in a borough wide search to find Barnsley’s Oldest Mentor. This innovative competition is sponsored by the Barnsley Work and Skills Board (BWSB) and aims to recognise local people who are doing their bit for the town by passing on work-related skills and experience to other members of the community.

Everyone will know someone who fits the bill and this is a fantastic opportunity to reward them for their contribution to helping the town survive and thrive. Friends, family or work colleagues can nominate their community champion by logging on to www.barnsleyneedsyou.org, by emailing competitions@barnsleyneedsyou.org or by phoning the competition organisers on 01432 867264.  The closing date for entries is August 31st 2009 and anyone with a Barnsley postcode can enter.

Barnsley’s Oldest Mentor is one of three competitions taking place over the next 12 months to run as part of the Barnsley Needs You campaign - one of the biggest employment initiatives launched in South Yorkshire in recent years. Later in the year the BWSB will be announcing further cash awards to support apprenticeships and local employers committed to a better Barnsley.

A panel of judges, including local businessman and chairman of the BWSB John Foster, will select the winning entry, who will be presented with their cheque at an event at The Core in early September. 

John Foster said: “This is a great opportunity for an employee, member of a community group or voluntary organisation to be recognised for their contribution to Barnsley. We are looking for people who are living the Barnsley Needs You ethos, people who are passing on their knowledge and experience to others, whether voluntarily or within a business. Nominating someone for Barnsley’s Oldest Mentor is a great way to acknowledge and reward people who give their time and commitment to others.”  

Barnsley Needs You, which is also supported by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council, is an ambitious initiative which targets all levels and sectors of society, from improving opportunities for jobseekers via training or volunteer work to professional development for business leaders to push Barnsley industries to the front.

The BWSB believes that everyone has a responsibility to do something and that the Barnsley Needs You campaign will be a focus for the resources and determination of the community to overcome long term unemployment, develop the skills to benefit local businesses and make the whole town prosper.




Carer Questionnaire - Free Prize Draw
Approximately 3 people are affected by a loved one’s drug or alcohol misuse.  There are approximately 2049 drug and alcohol misusers in effective treatment in Barnsley.  Therefore we know there are likely to be at least 6147 people who are suffering the effects of a loved one being dependant on a substance.  We feel that this figure may be even higher.

For this year's DAAT Needs Assessment the Carer Forum have decided to send the Carer questionnaire out wider and for longer (July – Sept) than before!  We need to reach the many individuals who are affected by a loved one’s substance misuse issues, especially those who don’t access support services.

The questionnaire is available on the following web location www.barnsley.gov.uk/drugsandalcohol and hard copies will be widely circulated throughout the borough.  The return date is the 30th September 2009.
Everyone who returns a completed questionnaire and provides their contact details will be entered into a free prize draw.  Please see the questionnaire for details.

If you know that any of your service users are in contact with their carers, please ask them to pass a questionnaire on to them.  Also if you personally are affected by someone else's substance misuse (or you know of someone who is) please complete/pass on the questionnaire.  All information received is private and confidential.

If you require more information about the questionnaire, please contact Jeni Upperdine 01226 772350.








New Horizons Consultation - 

NHS Yorkshire & Humber
Please find below the link to the final version of the New Horizons consultation. A consultation event is being planned in Yorkshire and the Humber, and a provisional date for this has been set for Tuesday 22nd September; details will be made available in August.  I have arranged with the Communications team here at the SHA for all relevant communication departments to be notified of the link to the consultation.

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Healthcare/Mentalhealth/NewHorizons/index.htm 

“The Mental Health National Service Framework has steered us through a decade of unprecedented investment and reform in England, but it comes to an end this year. So over the last 18 months the Government has been talking to a wide range of people and organisations up and down the country, listening to their hopes and ideas for mental health from 2010 onwards. The New Horizons consultation reflects what has been heard so far and opens up the debate to all.                                                         
In addition to continued service improvements, New Horizons sets out a dynamic new approach to improving well-being for the whole population, aiming for the first time to create a powerful alliance that can target the root causes of poor mental health. A wide range of partners has helped to develop this new national vision. As well as health services, the response of local authorities and education will be critical. From schools to employers, and the NHS to the criminal justice system, New Horizons makes mental health everyone’s business.”
Heather Raistrick - Strategic Lead Adult Services - Patient Care & Partnerships Directorate -NHS Yorkshire and the Humber.  Email: heather.raistrick@yorksandhumber.nhs.uk
Tel : 0113 2952073  




Learning Disability Expert Partnership

The next Learning Disability Expert Partnership will be held on Wednesday 19 August 10.30 -12.30, Room 1, Wellington House.  For more information, please contact Jo Harper on 772286.
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Pandemic Flu - Preventing Staff Shortages

 

Sue Greenhoff from TLC Homecare would like contact details of similar providers with a view to working together to cover any potential staff shortages during the flu pandemic (e.g. If there are 3 or 4 different providers working on the same street it would make sense to limit this to 1 provider).  Please get in touch with Sue at suegreenhoff.tlc@uwclub.net, "Hopefully we can all work together and help each other to ensure service users are not left at risk in the event of a crisis".
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Dates for your diary!  
Residential Care Providers Meeting
16 September 2009
2pm to 3.30pm

Held at Mount Osborne Business Centre, this meeting provides an opportunity for Independent Sector providers of Residential Care to meet with other providers in order to share knowledge, good practice, resolve shared issues and have a voice in the planning and commissioning of services in the borough.  Information for the next meeting will be circulated in due course, but if you have any queries or would like to attend, please call 320106.
Adult Health & Social Care Provider Forum

Friday 18 September 2009

9.30am to 12:30pm

This is a quarterly event of the Adult Health & Social Care Provider Network, giving you the opportunity to keep up to date with what’s happening in health and social care in Barnsley and to meet with Third and Independent Sector representatives. The programme and booking form will be made available in due course.  For more information please contact the Participation Team on 01226 320106.
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Information on Pandemic Flu





We have received the following link for information on Pandemic Flu in various languages, including British sign language:��www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Pandemic-flu/Pages/Otherlanguages.aspx 
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Department of Health - 


Third Sector Investment Programme


The document available at the web location stated below provides Third Sector organisations with information about the Third Sector Investment Programme’s Innovation Excellence and Service Development Fund.


The document contains information to help Third Sector organisations decide if this funding stream is applicable to both their organisation and the proposed activity they are seeking funding for.  It details the funding themes for 2010-11, the priority areas for each theme and the criteria we will use for assessing applications.  A timetable is provided for the whole process from application through to decision.


The information pack should be read carefully as there are changes to the eligibility rules, funding strands and themes for funding from 2010-2011. 


To see the document, please visit: 


www.dh.gov.uk/en/Managingyourorganisation/Financeandplanning/Section64grants/index.htm 


For more information, please call 0113 2545450/email thirdsectorinvestment@dh.gsi.gov.uk
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The VAB Participation Team (facilitating the Barnsley Participation Process) is a department of Voluntary Action Barnsley.





Registered Charity No 515268


Company Limited by Guarantee No. 1819712 





Bulletin collated using information supplied to the VAB Participation Team by:





James Goodwin


VAB Participation Team


Voluntary Action Barnsley �The Core �County Way�Barnsley�S70 2JW


Tel: 01226 320106


Email: james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk


Web: � HYPERLINK "blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" \o "blocked::blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/
blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" �www.vabarnsley.org.uk�


We welcome your feedback, so please feel free to get in touch.





If you no longer require this bulletin, please let us know and we will remove your name from our mailing list.
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MCA Update


Below is the link for edition 22 of MCA Update. 


Articles include: 


New Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) forms laid in Parliament 


Wider impact of MCA 


OPG Birmingham fully operational 


Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults Policy 


Compliance and Regulation at the OPG 


Change to the rate of interest paid on funds held in Court 


High praises for British Sign Language (BSL) DVD 


Mental Capacity Act Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (MCADOLS) 


IMCA Service update. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.publicguardian.gov.uk/docs/mca-update-July09.pdf" \o "http://www.publicguardian.gov.uk/docs/mca-update-July09.pdf" �http://www.publicguardian.gov.uk/docs/mca-update-July09.pdf� 

















Spirit of Barnsley - Update








Congratulations to Clair Dawson for winning one of the much sought after Spirit of Barnsley Awards.  The awards (run by One Barnsley and the Barnsley Chronicle) recognise volunteers who do outstanding work in the community. 





Claire was one of six people selected by a panel from dozens of nominations from across the borough.  Claire was nominated by her mum Maria and sister Patricia who said: “she has worked hard to help other drug and alcohol users in helping themselves and giving them the confidence and motivation to change their lives.”
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Please note that in future bulletins we will be happy to include any information you would like to share with your voluntary, community & independent sector colleagues.
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Village S.O.S - Get Involved!





Rural communities are invited to get involved with a new BBC primetime series called Village S.O.S.  The thrust of the programme is to develop viable businesses in rural communities. Working with The BIG Lottery Fund, amongst others, the plan is to create businesses that will be sustainable and breathe life into six rural 


communities nationwide.��As well as tracking down the deserving villages (population under 3,000), BBC Researchers need to track down Village Champions - business people who have the knowledge and experience to actually make these rural businesses work. ��If you need more information, please call Ali 02920 322196 or see the website http://www.bbc.co.uk/villagesos/
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 New Community Accountancy Service





Voluntary Action Barnsley’s new Community Accountancy Service is here to provide support and advice to Third Sector groups on all aspects accounting and finance.  We can help with book keeping, financial controls, budgeting, accounts preparation and year end independent examination of accounts.  We can also provide training and support on a wide range of issues, on a one to one or group basis.





As well as offering practical advice and support on how to handle finance, we could potentially save your group money on expensive accountancy fees.





For more information, please call Angela Hayes on 01226 320116 or e-mail angela.hayes@vabarnsley.org.uk.
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Information for Care & Support Providers








We have received the following information from Helen Norton at BMBC:





"The Joint Commissioning Department (Barnsley Council and NHS Barnsley) will be shortly holding two information events and a number of workshops to discuss how we think the care and support market will change as a result of the implementation of self directed care and personalisation. 





All current care and support providers (and those who might wish to provide services or support in the future) will be invited to attend these information events. 





We think it is important that all of the people and organisations involved in providing care and support in Barnsley attend these information days so that they have a clear understanding of the changes that self directed care will bring and are helped to develop a clear plan for making these changes.  For some people this might mean only minor changes, for others these changes may provide an opportunity to totally reshape what they do and the way they work. 


 


Following on from these two events, we will also be asking people and organisations to put themselves forward to work with us, supported by an independent consultancy, on various aspect of this change process.  These workshops will present individuals and organisations with an opportunity to explore and implement key changes which will stand them in good stead in responding to the future market place.  The outcomes of these workshops will be shared with other service and support providers.





We will be in contact shortly to let you know the dates of the information events.  However, I cannot stress enough how important we feel it is that you or your organisation make every effort to attend one of these events. We look forward to seeing you".
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Do you want to know how we are tackling drug abuse in Barnsley?





The Humber and South Yorkshire Area Courts Board will hold its annual public meeting at Barnsley Town Hall on 11 September 2009 from Noon to 2pm.





This event is open to everyone and members of the public are invited to learn about the work of the Barnsley Dedicated Drug Court.  Come along and look at the stands and displays by various agencies who work with drug related offenders.  Find out how much you really know about the criminal justice system.








8








Participation in the community





The VAB Participation Team is currently looking into ways of taking the Participation Process out into the community.  With this in mind, could let us know if you provide Third Sector Health & Social Care services in the following areas:





Thurnscoe 


Athersley/New Lodge 


Kendray 


Grimethorpe 


Goldthorpe 


Lundwood 


Worsbrough Common 


Could you also let us know if you hold any Health & Social Care Forums in these areas which we could take part in.  You can contact us on 01226 320106 or email james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk


In response to some feedback we have already received, please note this list has been derived from One Barnsley research into deprived communities in the borough, as these are the communities we have been asked to look at. 
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