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Safeguarding
Laming Report Meeting
Members of the Children’s Trust Executive Group, the Local Safeguarding Board and the Serious Case Review Board have met to develop the first draft action plan to the Laming Report.  5 workshops were convened with headings of ‘Leadership & Accountability’, ‘Support for Children’, ‘Interagency Working’, ‘Children’s Workforce’ and ‘Improvement & Challenge’.  Draft priorities were agreed for each of these headings and a more detailed meeting will be held in September/October for practioners and front line managers to discuss the action plan further.  

The Annual Report for the Barnsley Safeguarding Children Board is now available via the website: www.safeguardingchildrenbarnsley.com
Barnsley Safeguarding Unit Meetings
Doreen Gwilliam has met with staff at the Barnsley Safeguarding Unit including, Pat Stansfield – Head of Safeguarding & Welfare, George Gilmore – Barnsley Safeguarding Manager & Claire Warrington – Partnership Officer. 

Issues & priorities identified:
· Section 11 follow-up & report to TEG & QA Sub Group:  Doreen is to write the report and forward it to the relevant people.
· Promotion of the e-learning Child Protection Training:  Just a reminder to all groups that the Child Protection e-learning course is still available on www.safeguardingchildrenbarnsley.com 

· Launch of the National Third Sector Safeguarding Unit:  This unit has now been launched and it is a very good site for resources and support for Third Sector organisations; there is a wealth of information on this website and access to basic Child Protection Training (Edu-Care).  Please check it out and enrol on www.safenetwork.org.uk  

· Support for Third Sector groups in developing safeguarding policy & procedures:  Any organisations requiring support in developing child safeguarding policies or procedures, please contact VAB at the address below. 

· Delivery of the Child Safeguarding Awareness Raising Event will be held at The Core (23rd September).
· Developments in E-Safety:  The E-safety Task Group meets to develop and implement the E-safety Strategy.  For more information about this and possible e-safety training, please contact Doreen.
· E-Safety Audit:  Does your organisation work with Children & Young People who have access to computers?  An e-safety audit is being commissioned by BMBC and the more organisations who complete this, the better the picture will be.  To undertake the e-audit, please see the information below and follow the link:
 ‘Barnsley MBC are working with WSP Edunova/NCC Group to ensure that e-safety procedures that are in place across the council are working well and to highlight any areas where procedures need tightening up or improving.  To help us with our work, we would appreciate it if you could take a few minutes to fill in 
this online questionnaire and forward on to appropriate colleagues - (please click the link below)’:
 

http://www.clcsurveys.com/s/0.cL8n-gaw6KnxU
 

· Information regarding Safer Recruitment:  BMBC are intending to deliver a Children’s Workforce Development Council Training session on Safer Recruitment.  These courses are going to be running from early 2010 and there will be a cost of £76.  

· Information regarding the developments around The Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) and CRB: A fact sheet on ISA has already been circulated, but if anyone would like another copy, please contact VAB at the address below.   

· Quality Assurance & Performance Management Meeting:  Doreen attended this meeting.  This is a multi-agency meeting to look at the quality of the safeguarding systems that organisations have in place; reports are received from BMBC, PCT, Barnsley Hospital, Police, Probation Services and others. Doreen is to give a report on the Section 11 Audit we conducted last year to the next meeting.  The information is very detailed; if anyone would like to know more about this, please contact Doreen.
· Safeguarding Training Sub Group:  Doreen is attending on behalf of the Third Sector Sub Group.  The group meet to plan and evaluate the safeguarding training programme.  Third Sector groups are able to access this Multi Agency training and the new safeguarding training calendar can be found on:  www.safeguardingchildrenbarnsley.com 
Integrated Working Developments
Doreen Gwilliam has also met with BMBC officers including Marlene Porritt, Julie Govan and Sharon Cooke.  Issues & priorities have been identified as:

· Contact Point – Which Third Sector groups want access to this?  Active now in the North East, the database is currently being populated for Barnsley.  Training for key workers will take place in Autumn 2009 and training will be available more widely from Spring 2010.  Organisations need to apply to use Contact Point and they must be accredited.  The Local Authority need to ensure that organisations have adequate security, policies, procedures, code of practice etc.  

· CAF (Common Assessment Framework) – Marlene gave Doreen an update on the developments with CAF.  There is training available on CAF and CAF assessors by following these links: http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/integratedworkingtraining or www.barnsley.gov.uk/integratedworkingtoolkit
· The CAF Forum takes place 3 times per year.  Doreen is to be added to the distribution list for this group.  Marlene Porritt will visit groups to explain the whole CAF process if needed.  Please contact 01226 775878 for more information (please see attached leaflet which has been designed for young people to explain CAF).
· ECAF – This has not yet been released by central government.  However, the plans are to tie this into the Contact Point.  Users will be able to access the e-caf forms using the links through Contact Point.  Organisations not accessing Contact Point will need to use the paper version. 

· Locality Wellbeing Areas ​–  Doreen met with Sharon Cooke, Head of Well Being & Family Support Strategy, to discuss developments in the Locality Wellbeing Areas.  
· Sharon explained how the well being groups are structured and Doreen explained how representation could work with regards to the Third Sector Sub Group.  This is a two way process where we are informed about developments and our concerns are forwarded to the Trust Executive Group.  Both Doreen and Sharon agreed that getting effective Third Sector representation in localities is a very important priority.
· A themed information bulletin about Locality Wellbeing Area Developments will be available soon.  

· Sharon also mentioned the development work involving a group of parents and carers.  Information will be made available on this in due course. 

For more details on any of the information stated above (or on pages 1, 2 and 3) please contact either Doreen or James at the Participation Team on 01226 320106 or e-mail: Doreen.gwilliam@vabarnsley.org.uk 


VCS Celebration Event - 26 January 2010 - early notice

With regards to the attached draft proposal, the event will be on January 26th, 10.30am-3.00pm, at Campitor in Wakefield. 

This message is to ask for your participation in making the event as exciting and positive as possible!


The celebration event is part of this and should furnish us all with good evidence to help us ‘shore up’ (and hopefully extend) the vital place we have carved out for ourselves in districts across our region.  The plan is to feature good practice from each district, as well as from regional organisations and networks.  What I would like you to do is to identify the achievement of which you are most proud in your district, to feature at the event.  Further information about this is set out in the attached proposal document.  I hope that identifying and agreeing the ‘Best of the VCS’ (or some other snappy title!) which ideally should include input from key players in each district (e.g. the DCS, VCS reps, CWDC WSPP Leads, VCS Safeguarding reps and key people from the Children’s Trusts), will be a positive and constructive process in itself.

So this message is just the first notice keeping you informed about what should be an interesting process up to January next year and will hopefully inspire you to think about what you are most proud of.

Lesley Wood, Regional Development Manager

Tel: 07704 452 862



Regional Young People's Commissioning Roadshow
The Yorkshire & Humber Regional Young People's Commissioning Roadshow will take place at Barcelo Majestic Hotel, Harrogate on 15 October, from 9am until 4.30pm.  "These roadshows cover the commissioning and provision of effective positive activities for young people in your region and are about networking and developing a solutions focused dialogue between commissioners and providers".

For more information, please email:sheba.cheung@commissioningsupport.org.uk or call 0207 239 7873.
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Sexual Exploitation Forum Launch





This event will be held on 1 October 2009 at Priory Campus, registration will be from 9am.  This multi agency event will have workshops on:





Best practice in responding to concerns





Links between runaways and sexual exploitation





What is the role of the Police?





Sexual exploitation and e-safety





What services are/need to be available for young people being sexually exploited?


Also included will be:





Legal Framework


Feedback from Local Research


Young People’s Perspective


Lunch and time for networking





Places on this workshop are limited and will be allocated in order to ensure a multi-agency mix of attendees.  Please apply early in order to secure your place.


Applications should made to Marion Proudfoot by telephone on 01226 775655


or by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:marionproudfoot@barnsley.gov.uk" ��marionproudfoot@barnsley.gov.uk�
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Third Sector Strategy and Action Plan: 


Intention into Action





The Department for Children, Schools and Families has published a strategy for how it will work with Third Sector organisations.��The document, Third Sector Strategy and Action Plan: Intention into Action, was produced in partnership with the department's Third Sector group.��The DCSF commits itself to improving awareness of the importance of the Third Sector amongst its partners and at a local level, improving the standard of Third Sector commissioning, involving the Third Sector in the design of services and communicating more effectively with the sector.


To view and download the plan visit;�<� HYPERLINK "http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/00699-2009BKT-EN.pdf" \o "http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/00699-2009BKT-EN.pdf" �http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/00699-2009BKT-EN.pdf�>
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The VAB Participation Team (facilitating the Barnsley Participation Process) is a department of Voluntary Action Barnsley.





Registered Charity No 515268


Company Limited by Guarantee No. 1819712 
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Update compiled by the VAB Participation Team using information supplied by members of Third Sector Sub Group to the Children's Trust Executive Group.





VAB Participation Team


Voluntary Action Barnsley �The Core �County Way�Barnsley�S70 2JW


Tel: 01226 320106


Email: james.goodwin@vabarnsley.org.uk


Web: � HYPERLINK "blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" \o "blocked::blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/
blocked::http://www.vabarnsley.org.uk/" �www.vabarnsley.org.uk�


We welcome your feedback, so please feel free to get in touch.

















Commissioning





Doreen Gwilliam (Children & Young People's Partnership Support Officer based at VAB) recently had an initial meeting with BMBC Commissioning Officers Richard Lynch & Denise Brown.  Discussions included how we can keep Third Sector groups informed about Commissioning in Children & Young Peoples Services:





There are a number of ‘expert groups’ that support the Local Authority to plan & prioritise services and we would like to identify appropriate Third Sector representation.  It will be necessary to compare the Third Sector "Meeting Matrix" with the "Expert Group Matrix" to ensure effective representation. 


The Local Authority would like to know what the whole process feels like from the user's perspective.  


A joint workshop/event to update the Third Sector on the developments of the Commissioning Agenda was suggested, to help with understanding the rationale and the process.  Information on what the current priorities are and an opportunity to answer any questions that the sector has with regards to Commissioning were also suggested.  


A themed information bulletin about the Commissioning process in Barnsley is to be developed (available around spring 2010).


VAB is to develop & deliver a training course around the principles of Commissioning and the role of SCMS (organisations who have already expressed an interest will be given priority on the first course in October 2009). 





Future items for discussion include:  





How can Area Based Grant funding better support Third Sector Groups?


How much "added value" can Third Sector organisations bring to Children & Young People’s Services?


How can we support the sustainability of essential Third Sector services?
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